Above, The
Cabrialet's mnn|nn
geor was stondord
Mini Coaper 1.3i —
which meant that
there was &3 bhp on
tap ond a top speed
of orocund P0 mph.

Laf: Tha Mini
Cobriolet was

one of those rare
convertibles which
leakad bettar with
the hood wp.

Below. Rover used
tha same whesls as
Livddr — mommely
five-spoke, 12 in,
Rewolution alloys,
shod with 17570-
sechion fyrag,

Evervone, including Rover, agreed
that the extra £3000 was i lot 1o ask for
a drop-1op conversion, bur sready sales
lonked likely. If all had gone well, there-
fore, 700-1000 cars should have been
sold in the first full year, but it soon
became clear that there simply wasn't a
big demand.

Afrer the inital barch had been pro-
duced, the Cabrioler dropped aur of
producrion ar Longbridge for months ar
a time, the final barch of 20 cars being
produced this summer. The price
remained unchanged in all that time,
although the “on the road” costs were
added during 1996,

The whaole point of the Cabrioler was
that it wasn't run-of-the-mall, it wasn't
conveniional — bur oh my Gawd iz was
great fun. If it wasn't raining, you could
unlatch the hood guickly — two screen-
top latches and a single-handed sweep
backwards saw to thar — and belr off
into the sunset,

When vou drove one through the
strects you always gor a lot of attention
— especially with the hood
folded back, wearing Aviator
shades and a trendy cap.
Amazingly, the Cabrioles shell
fielt just as rigid s the saloons.
The engine noise acrually
seemed to dissipare into the
apen air — there was a lot of
extra sound-deadening to
help that along — and the
special seats were one of the
very best fearires.

Mo, the Cabriolet was
never cheap and, yes, ic's
going to lose much of its value in the
next few years, but how can you put a
price on fun, specal features and exclu-
sivity? OK, T agree that vou could buy
one of the surviving Crayford convert-
ihles for a lor less, bur where else can you
find an open-top Mini Cooper with trim
and furmishings like this? Try one if vou
can. | think you’ll be surprised.

As mentioned earlier, the very first
Mini convertibles were produced by
drop-top specialist Crayford, in Kenr.
The very first car was seen in 1963 and
although this was by no means a coach-
bult Mini, it featured a soft-top with a
Vybak rear wandow, one-hand hood
lowering and sufficient extra chassis
strengthening to restore most of the lost
rorsional stiffiess.

Ihese cars fearured the original slid-
ing-window passenger doors and the
conversion was priced ar £129 in 1963
A few years later, Crayford built no

VALUES

Even though the factory-bullt Cabriclet is
wery rare, becouse it is o recent model {the
Hnulmlnnmlr just been mode), val-
wes will continee to fall for years to come.
Accordingly, these have had to be listed
in the woy noted in trode guides,
Prices quoted bolow spaon good fo excel-
lent condition cars:

Registration  Values Ihim 1994)
1993

1994 :mu-m

1995 £8000-£9500

1996 models are oo rare to lst, as yet.

fewer than 57 drop-tops for Heinz, the
food company, as part of o massive pro-
muotion. In later years these cars built up
a tollowing, a mystique, and there is
even a club in existence which carers for
the survivors,

Dave Champion of Anro Design in
Kent, has been producing converrible
MMinis to order for more than 10 vears.
If vou deliver any type
of Mini saloon o him ar
Paddock Woad, be will con-
vert it oo a customised con-
vertible in little more than
aweek.

It can be plain or deco-
rated, with or without spe-
cial body fearures — such as
flared rear wheelarches.
Later models recain contrails
around the doors and a
Targa bar has been a feature
since 1983,

Avto Design told ws that its very Lirst
convertible was produced in 1980, Even-
rually it achieved full approval and con-
rinuarion of the new car warranty from
British Levland.

The brochure states that the car
{origmally known as a Daly Runabout)
appeared at the Earls Court Motor-
fair in 1982 — which is strange, as
there was no Motorfair thar year,
Research shows thar this should read
1981, when conversion to [aly Run-
about status cost from £2415 —ar a
time when Mini saloon prices started
at a mere £2899,

Dave now claims to have complered
about 1K Mini conversions to dace,
His brochure also shows open-air con-
VETSIS on cars as diverse as the Jaguar
X ]-S, the Range Rover and the 5-Class
Mercedes-Benz saloon,

For further information, call
Diave on 01892 836900,

OCTOBER 1936  MIMI MAGAZINE 55



