DRIVING THE CABRIOLET

#t's bia trank here; cutting the reaf
off o perfectly well-engineered
salosn cor generally results in.a
sed level of ride comiort and
general stability. 5o it the likes of Sash or
Renoult con’t get It right, what chance
has the Mini?

Surprisingly, the Mini Cobriclet dis-
plays o untoward symptoms, A combinag-
tion of belt and broces engineering,
togethar with an ultro-short wheaibase,
means that the chop-top Mini feels evary
bit as lithe ond nimbile as its steel-skulled
sisters. In fact,
because the Cabrio
has decent grip and
nimble handling,
together with wonder-
fully responsive skeer-
ing and an
ancouragingly raspy
exhaust note, you find
yourself driving like o
hoollgan without even
intanding to.

The ride quality and the overall level of
comtort are quite scceptoble in most road
situotions, This is portly due to those
excellent seats, Unlike the stock Mind
fare, they octually offer decent support
and are well podded and the wide head
restrolnts provide some protection from
back draughts when the hood is dewn.
Algo, the Cobrio seats are set further rear-
ward than the stock items ond thersfere
provide o better driving position.

Raising or lowering the hood s simplic-
iy irsalt. To lower it, you simply unclip the
two fastenings af the top rall of the wind-
screen and fold the hood rearward. It

tokes longer clipping on the hood cover,
bt this does maoke it loak so miuch
neater. That said, the folded hood still
appears bulky and cumbersema.

The Cabriclet's design means that this
is a trua convertible, rather than o torgo-
top. This all-open feeling is enhanced
further by the wind-down windows. This is
the anly production Mini ever to banafit
from wind-down rear windows as well s
frants. With them down, it certainly gets
droughty in the rear seats.

Rool up or down, the Cabrioket con-
stantly drows ottention.
Euxpensive it may be ot
£12,586 on the rood, but
tew cors can claim o
attract so mamy admirers
— ot any price,

For this moeney, haw-
ever, | would expect detail
queality to be rather better,
The interor looked lavish

suparficially, but the dash
paned didn't fit properly, the left side door
rubbed an the poinfwork on the wind-
seraan pillar ond one of the hood cover
studs come odrift for no opparent reason.
Alsn, the nasty heater pipes and wires
should really b= hidden away out of sight,

Oing ather potential drowback to Cabn-
alet swnarship is that the overall nolse
laval at motorway speeds reaches o level
whiere the rodio struggles to compete,
which mokes long [ourneys firesome. But
for hacking through the lanes, its o real
blast. And desplte these few niggles, |
have to say that the Mini Cobriolet comes
ocross as a tharoughly oppeoling little cor,

Martin YWincont

Tickford's recent credentals include pro-
ducing soft-tops for the X]-5 Cabriolet,
the front-wheel-drive Lotus Elan and the
MG BV E.

Structural reinforcements to the shell
were similar to those of the LAMM
design, but there were two important dif-
ferences with the soft-top. On the Rover
car there were specially-designed rear
queLrees windows which could be woond
down in an arc, out of sight, into the
hodyshell itself. The hood mechanism
was hinged o the bodyshell to thee rear
of those windows and had an entirely dif-
ferent frame. This time, too, there were
two standard body colour schemes —
Caribbean Blue/grey hood or Mightfire
Red/red hood — and the interior was
more mp=market than before. The fasaa
was 2 full-width slab of burr walnut, with
three instruments and a clock, plus a
glove bax and face-level ventilation.
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This time, also, there was a leather-
rimimed steering wheel, pile carpers and
specially designed frone seas. The Tick-
ford-developed hood was lined and very
casy to stow, with power-operanon as
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Although Rover actually previewed
the Mini Cabriolet at the NEC Motor
Show of Octaber 1992 (along with the
Metro Cabrioler, incidentally}, iv was
not yer ready to deliver cars. The first
production machines actually left Long-
bridge in June 19%3,

Bodyehells were produced entirely in-
hoose, The running gear was standard
Mini Cooper 1.31 — which meant that
there was 63 bhp on tap and a top speed
of aroutid 90 mph — and at the time
Rowver said 1t was gearing up 1o pro (1
15-20 cars a week. The launch price wis
£11,995 — compared with the £6,9%5
price of a Mini Cooper saloon,




