types of Mini followed — and why
they’re still in production today,

Even in the carly davs though, BMC
fas it then wWias) dabbled with (pen-air
Mims. Mokes were devels wped as rugred
Little fun cars; twin-engined versions fol-
lowed in four-wheel drive experimens;
and the styling department eventually
built several *beach car” prototypes —
some completely withoor sides — bt
no converables,

MNat then, and not
tor some time, did the
engingers it Longbridge
seroushy consider buikd-
ing an open-ar Mini.

Comes

across as a

them throwgh ust 12 selected Rover deal-
crs. Launched in Junie 1991, the alloca-
oion sobd owt within davs — bug no more
were ever imported.

Although this car was the inspiration
for the ‘official” Rover Mimi Cabrioler
which followed, it was different in some
details. Based on the latest Mini Cooper
package — ar thar rime therefore, with a
carburerted engine — the bodyshell kept
the standard screen bur nothing else
above the waistline. To
stiffen up the remaming
i"tl{l? ri|'||,':|. [|1{'r1' were
CXTENsIvE -:.'|'|:I.1'|1;|_'a. o the
hull, including reinforced

Crayford of Kent, on thoroughly sill sections, a hrand-new
the other hand, did — crossmember and work
selling a number of sim- ﬂppﬂﬂling around the B-posts.

ply-equipped conver- The massive fold-back
sions — and although little car hood frame was hinged

BMC {and later Bricish
Leyland) no doubr looked ar these cars,
they never followed up,

By the "80s the fashion had died
down. Enthusiasts had stopped talking
about the FL'I.‘-hIhI.III.Eit""\ an most people
torgot thar Minis could have cheir rops
chopped off — until 1991, Suddenly,
ome of Rover's German dealers, LAMM
Aurahaus, decided to go ahead with a
converston of its own,

Engineered with tvpical Teutonic
thoroughness, it soon atcracted Rover-
UK's atrenrion. The company then
decided to import & mere 75 cars, selling
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immediately behind the
the layvout ensuring that the
quarter windows were in flexible Perspex
— but there was no blind spor, Becanse
of the car’s Ny size, the hood had to fold
back and live under a massive cover
around the tl. This, in facr, was one of
those rare convertibles which looked her-
rer with the hood up.

Exrra styling features included a full
colour-matchied body kit, which included
massive front and rear wheelarch exten-
s1ons, a big front spoiler incorporating
extra driving lamps, side skirts and a
I.itl";'..il!' rear |‘l||||||1{'r.

ditirs

The Raver Cobreolet
WIS mar Up-miriet,
with o tall-width burr
walnut foscio, three
instriments and o
clock, a glowe bax,
Tace-level vantilntion,
0 leother-rimmed
steering wheel, pile
oarpets ond speckolly
deslgned frant seats.

Althaugh there is no club specifically look-
ing after the lote-model Rover Cabrlolets,
any of the scores of Mini clubs in the UK
— ond around the workd — will make you
welcome, Croyford convertible awners
should contoct Barry Priestman at 58
Geriant Road, Dewnham, Bromley, Kent
BR1 S5DX. Tel: 0181 4611805,

BOOKS

There are no books specifically obout the
Mini Cabriolet, but two volumes con be
recommended for general inberest:

The Complete Mini by Chris Rees.
160 pages, 250 illustrations. £16.99.
This describes the Cabriclet in detail,.
Mini, 35 Yeors On by Rob Golding,
256 pages, 200-plus Nustrations. £16.99.




