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When Rover developed and produced the Mini
Cabriolet, no doubt it had high hopes for the

little convertible. Why then did the car go out
of production after only three years? Graham
Robson conducts his own inguest.

ere's o brain-teaser for vou. Why, afrer such a shor

career, was the Rover Mini Cabriclet recently killed aff?

Was it a commercial failure? 1f so, how could 2 major
industrial company like Rover spend 2o loi 1 working on ways
to keep interest in Minis high, ver produce a distinctive car thar
didn't sellz

M, | don't understand it either. If producing a convertble
version of the Mini was such a good idea, why take 34 years
1o get round to 1e? Was it chat che numbers had never added
up, of that the tooling costs were always too high? Perhaps
there was nowhere ar | ongbrndge to buld the bodies,

Mo, in fact, 1ts all too late and Rover admis oo being highly
embarrassed, The nicely-enginecred Rover Mini Cabriolet,
which went on sale in June 1993, died withour an obi WAy
Few weeks ago. How many were made? At the momient, com-
pamny 1|'".lk-::hrlli'll are o embarrassed to S4Y, CXECTPI it 1t was
probably no more than 300 cars na, not 300 cars 2 month,
or even 300 cars a year; just 300 in votal, [ find that amazing,

In the UK alone Rover has 700 dealers — this means that
most of the dealerships never sold a single car and probably
never even saw one. Even at a new-car price of £11,995 {or
L£12586 ‘on the road” ar 1996 ley els), Rover must have lost a

fortune on the project.
In the beginning, Alec

Issigomnis's Mini concept was ik vare stgt indad
tor a tiny runabout; an this shimmering
entey-level saloon with- topliss beouty is one
ot |'.|Fl1"ll:]'l:‘|il.-.".h; A few of anly an I:I'Ijlrl'm'md

300 Rower bind

car which was never
meant to be remndy. You
and 1, and millions of
other cusiomers, all
|.||'1:!|§'.n,,:-e'|| with him.
which explains why all >

Cabriolets produsced.
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