BUYING

Driving the Cabriolet
What Minimag though of the Cabriclet in 1996:

“The chop-top Mini is every bit as lithe and nimble and because it
has decent grip and o low centre of gravity together with wonderfully
responsive sieering and o raspy exhaust note, vou find yourself driving
ike a hooligan without ever imtending to,
“Raising or lowering the hood is simplicity itself, To lower it, you
simphy unclip the roro fastenings at the top rail and fold the hood
rearward, The folded hood still appears bulky and cumbersome,
though, The Cabriolet's design means that this is a true comvertibie
rather than a targn top, and this all -open feeling is enhanced when
the side windows are wound dowm
'F:-.ul;ll"l ar down. thet

It expensive but few cars can claim o attract so many admirers —

al any price, | or this maney thowgh, we would expect ‘detail finish

vo be better, The interion looked lavish bat the dash pined diden'y fic
praperly, the lefi-side door rubbed on the paintwork of the windscreen
pillar and one of the hood cover snuds came adrift. Noise level a1
matoTway spec ds reach a level where the radio strupples to compete
..... d makes lomg journeys ticing, and you need to work the enpine hard
at tirmes Lo maintain decent PIETESS But de Spere thede few “'I-.Et.l'-""

the Mini Cabciolel s a thoron !_|'|-||, appealing linde car,”
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Value

Buy on condition, not vear or even mileage, Attty exarmple in need of
a new hood can be picked up for as e as £44000, burexpect o pay
EA000-9004) for a minter. LAMM versions are scarcer and generally
worth more, but all Cabreobers are very rare. If vou find a pood one,
buy (L quickly. In 1996 2 1993 car was valued af jusc £6-T000, 50

vahies have actually risen since then.

Which to buy: LAMM or Rover?

The LAMM hood desipn is not as pood as Rover's, sovou coald end
ar paving more for o car that is not gubte so easy to live with. Rear
opening windows are a bonus on the Rover version, but they can go
wong. LAMM has the carburetted engine whereas the Rover has the
inpecred enplne, with many enthuslasts preferring the carb version

The LAMM Cabriolet

Wb LAMB Autichaus, 2 Garman Rower dedler, developed 3 well
enginesrad and neathy styled convartible converson of the Mini Cooper
iof the Caman marksl it goickly came (o the attenton of Eover Tha tirm
carmrmissioned LAMA o Build 75 thd cars dor Ehe UR maket in B9 and
Fover's own converlible was ciosely based en this design,

LARMs Cabriolet was strangthenad undemesth along the sills and the
main cressmemibar, while the stes ook was remaved ard meplaced with a
flding fatric hood, hinged from the B-post, with clear plastic side and rear
windows. It had the Cooper's | 3carb-fed erne bt the seats and frim
were from the phush Mayfair modet Theintenor also Faatured a Rill-width
wond dash with threa digks, waad frim for he doors and gearknab, 2
leather-trimmed Cooper steenng wheel and a Clarion steren unit

Thie distinctive hodyiit featured extremely wide drches and a by
front and rear burnper dasign, while Revolufion 5007 dloys wearing wids
T75¢50 tynes fillad the archas nicely, There was anly one colour, Chemy
Red peartescent with gold pinstiping along the wastine ano a
mafching dark red fabeic hood. and thene was Mini Cabrialet hadging
o Ehe bootlidand LS Thesign decals oneach deor: The-cost of
E12.250 was a hisge amaount a8 the fime But this limited ediion was
exbremely popular and sold aut within weees
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