The Mini Cabriolet was by far the
Best-equipped and mast luxurious
madel aflensd al the bime, festuring

3 full-wmidth beer-walnut tzscia with
mabching wood for the doo cappings.
doar pulls s geadever knob; spocially-
desizned weats trimmed in grey weloor;
A Ful-pie carpEl and o leatserim
whiesd with red contrasting stitching.
There was alus o gloveboo, {ace-layel
suinlilation, olour-coded seatbeits
sLainless-sleel kickplates, wird-down
ridd windows and even a Clock, bod buid
tuality and the 4t of comporents wene
never particolarly good,

Mo raof to meounk the Evbersal light, so
you'll fied one under bhere on the csh...

-l ancther ome mside the glovebo.
Ideal for finding Al your bits and bobs!

The overall look of the Cabrio’s inferior was pretty plush, Make sure all the trim is
clean when buying cne of these thewgh; that velour is often exposed to the elements.

BUYING

WHAT TO
LOOK FOR

The first thing to check is whether the
car you're looking ot is the grnuine
article. Just becaise 3 Mini kas a
convertible roof dossn't mean that if's
2 Rowar oo LAMBM. Sevnral ane-off Mini
convertiles have been made cver the
years, soma with insuf ficient structural
strengthening o copa with the effects
of chogping off the roof, Mest of these
maore amabess elforts hine a very
cride bond system, You may alss come
acrass one of the Auto Design Mini
convertibles, which were well
engineered (later ones even kad a
T-top roof for improved integrity)

Buil. althaugh good, sre sEill not a
geaminge LAMM or Rover conversion.

Rust

Any Mini & prone tomest and the
Cabrioket &= no exceslion. The wml
places apply tront wings snd A-pasels,
Fhocr, boot flear, bottom of doors, sls,
sublrames, scutile panel by windscreen
— infact abmost everywiere) bt also
bemare of a leaking hood producing st
from within in unusual places, Bodywork
repairs ard e Sillicolt thes wilh 2
normal Wi duis be e additionl
strengthening undemaath, o nestoration
ceats are higher, Thase cars a'e mare
likity o have seen wery Iitle use and
were altens garaged, 5o finding a good
one (s easier an pou might expect.
Cars that have been rustproaied fram
nesw are worth sesking out

Hood

Although e Mini Cabristel hood & wery
Rood. IFs Dy na means sssune lo leski
The ndd dmp coming trough [ 4
domnpoir is 1o b expected but seems
and seals will need close nspection
Alsa, miake sure the hood opgns amd
closes smosthly & it may require
adjustmend or kebeicalion om the prols
The hood will eventually wesr ad
requine replacement, which costs
about EG00 for the materials sfhone

Bodyhit
The plastic bodykit was boaded and
screwad to the shell and never fitted that
well straight cut of the factory, so don'
expect a perfoct fit. Losk carefully for
any demage. especially the front humpee

Practicality

Tea Cabwinlet's roar seats ane noorkasly
difficult to et imbaor out of, it's almest
Iimpossible far s adult f0 052 them with
The rocd up becsese the bulky front seats
den't fiskd formmnds: Ry only it from
the front mounting. which combined with
the seathalt impedes aocess. The boal

i timy, althensgh thene is some space on
the rear shel whes the Bood is rased.
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