BUYING

IT'S MY MINI

Tracey Lippett

1995 Rover Mini Cabriolet

Hyaure a regular at Mini shows you'll
have spotted Tracey and her multi-
concours winning Cateia. With more
trophies uider her beft than Chsea
and a comprenensive knawledae of
comartibies, her Mini was & parfect
candidete for aur buyng gukle.

Havie you slways wanted one?
“Wie wene 34 Mind In The Pask abaut
five yearsago and | thaught: 111
never have oo of these — | could
never attord it1 We came aomss this
one about twa and a half years ago
thaugh and it was a reall bargam so
wi got 1t We had to really — it was
the same cofour as the one [d seen
at MITP"

What should potential buyers lnok
for? "Lowak Tow the bats that are
difficult to replace. The fabeic for the
hood 5 £600 done! There's a Riover
stamp in each anch ‘where it mests
the ‘bumper’, 5o check the styling kit
is geruine, and there's 3 bit of plastic
an the battom of the rear windaw
mechanisms thal fends 1o snap, so
ke Suife they wark QK Tha joins on
{he top of the windscreen panels can
rust, oo, but othereize they're pretly
miich the samie as standard Mnis”

Best thing about owning ane?

"Wathing prapares you for the

reaction — pacple come fo ook 22

il in car parks all the time — and

nidhing beats bombing around in the
PRODUCTION HlSTORY sun with the rood dewin!”

Any downsides to owning one?
1957 LANM Mini Cabriobzt 1993-96 Rover Mini Cabriolet “¥ou daren't leave it anywhere!
15 cars were produced for the UK market in 1991 based  Less than 200 cars wera produced betwesn June 1999 and Thery just attract so much atiention”
i ke 13 cark Mini Cooper, All cars came i Cherry R end of production in mid-1996. The Rover Cabrio was
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Red ar Caribbean Blue, with British Racing Green metali
3 laber option, and identified by wind-down glass mear side
windows, | he LAMM and Mini Catviolet share the same
Mini Cabrinlet badge on the beatiid and have a smiar

How much should people pay?

| thirk cars s warlh sbout £8000
niw, bt you maght aet ane in poorer
canditian far as lite as S4000,"

i and avalable in Mightfire

That shoma Carwas |Usr o [aster
a5 Rover wasn't ina position to
manufacture the carat chat time;
im fact the first cars molled off the
Longbridge production ling in
Juen 19973, Towrcr sl omzrs woere
available, Mightfire Rid fwith a red
hiesod) o Caribbeian Blue (with i
grey hood). Latee, a Bricish R acing
Green option (with a grey hood)
wis added.

It wasenvizaged thar T00-1000
cars would be bullt In the first vear
of producton but there simply
wisn't sulTicknt demand fora
£11,995 huxury convertible when

you could buy a Coopersaloon fos
£ 905, Thiswas slightly less than
the LAMM Cabrioket that had sold
ot 5o fast im 1991 bt while
people were prepared fo paya
halt ¥ preminm fear thae LAMM's
exclusivity, the samie wasn't true
for a run-cd=the-mill production
version. Al such a price i was
fever podng tosell in laspe
numbers, a fatal flaw that
Rewer never addressed.
Production of the Cabriolet
quickly slowed to o trickle, even
stopping formonths at a timse
wntil the last batch of 20 cars wis

bl b surmmer 1996, The price
reinalned unchanged of £11.995 in
the three-year production period
and bess than 300 Mini Cabriolers
were made in total, a farcry from
the 1000 a year that had been
hoped for, 1t's a pathetic sakes
figure when yvou consider that
Rever had aver 200 deaberships a1
that tirne and the firm must have
losra lot of money on the project,

These days the Mini Cabrialet
is & rare beast indeed, ensuiting
thar it remains one of the most
expensive and soughi-after
vilriines around.




