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Mini Cabriolet

If you're planning a summer of Mini motoring you might be
tempted to buy a convertible. Check out our ultimate
buying guide to make sure you find a good one.

Words by Martin ¥incent
Fhedagraphy by Paul Smith

urprisingly it took over 30
vears before o cormvertible
hinl went o production

even though both BMC and the
later BL and Raver Groaip
management wolld have been
aware of the aftermarket
comversions available.

Crayford had developed a
comvertible conversion ax ca riy as
1963, while Auto Deesign'swell-
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wrs sl available inthe & |r|l. ‘B,
BMC had the open-top Make in
the "Bl |ll.:|.x|-='--|1i'.-. e sipt) stadies
for overseas markers, there was

164 it

never any indication that a true
open=top Mini would beavailable
from the factory

That changed in 1991 when
LAMM Autohaus produced 73 rhd
cars oy be sold in the UK through
12 selected Rover dealess, All were
snapped wp within fust a few
weks of godng on sale despiiea
considerable price rag of £12,250,
This success highlighted a gapin
the market and plans were made

to develop a similar open-top Mini

at Lomgbridge. Atthis time the
existing Mini was s |"in!_1 i very
amall mumbers, a0 the Cabriodet

was the perfect way for Rover
o kmpr ||'l"l"|'ll'.' T ||:.h[' ||| ACAr
living on borrowed rime,
LA contineed tobuild
open-top Minis fear European

rrarkets fora marmber of vears
Bt rather than form a closer

r |_1I|||r|x|'|i|1 with this com pany,

Rover Special Products division
hrowghs bn ravo desipn and
cnplmeering Comsultants
Karmann of Germany and
Tickfopd of Mew port Fagnell.
Thedr briel was 1o develop a
Mini Cabriclet based on the
conceptat the LAMM car

Earmann already had a
ICPULILIO [OF COgLNECring drog-
top versions ol the VW Goll. Ford
Escortand faguar X[-5 am
Tickford had produced hood
assermblies for the laguar X)-5, the
Foed Lotuas Elan and the MG RVE
Ak i e I-:|'||~-r|1x'-|-r!||:,! up the
bodyshell and the latter designing
the hosod, a
based on the Cooper 1.4 appeared
at the MEC Maorar Show in Ociober
1992, Apart (rom some detail
differences &nd i better hiood
arrangement, It was remarkably
similar to the LAMM Cabrindet
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