Cpbriolel relains the Mini's troditionol handling virtueoes

thrash and whine. The soruc-
tural changes grve & surprising
refinement bonus, wo, Untl
now, every Mint ever made has
suftered a charactenstic boam
period at about 35mph, but
this has been exorcised on the
Cabrioler, With irs hood wp,
this Mini 15 actually shghtly
guuieter than a1 regular saloon
Fold the hood down and the
CEF FCMAINS 8 SNUE COCOO0m.
Begardless of whether the four

every sinew 1o reach its 92mph
top speed, Having cthe fabric
stecked on the back of the car,
rather than c¢oncealed in
cavity, makes the difference. Tt
prevents air circling off the
windscreen and thumping you
o the back of the head
Oibviously, Rover could have
contrived the hood without a
cofining tower effect at the
back, but the rear sears would
have had o be sacrificed,

No sign of Rouitie shuabe., Wider tyros meaan more grip

poumeys only. [he side rear
wncors e cleverdy designed,
plu‘-ung n‘-ugh_u arc i with-
draw completely into the body.
The I:n-'nd hood 15 nicely
maade and designed, voo, After
releasing w0 over-cenire
cabches to detach it from the
vap of the windsoreen, you can
pull it back e the stowed
position with one casy move-
mint. Attaching the matching
cover i the work of 1 moment
becasse it's secured with three

garngeless  owners i a
hghtweight plastic shrowd for
the entirg i:'.||r-;_|I o prevent the
fabric deternorating from the
combined cffects of sunlight,
rain and guani

Rover huilds the caboolet on
Longbridge's regular  Mind
asscmbly lime at the rare of
15-20 cars 1 week, but it's
terrfie that the company finds
it worthwhile o bather, The
price &g of £11.995 seems

sicle windows are up or dovwen,
no wind gets into the eabin,
even when the car is straining

Accommodabion 1s unaltered,
which menns two aduls can
Bear to &t in the

back for short

studs and two velcro sirips. not
One thoughtful addition for

incredible for ||"m1|n| bt it's
bad for such a well
conceived soff-rop, B

Marcos recaptures the Cooper S spirit

With its twin carbs and flared arches, the 85bhp Checker is a time-warp tiumph

INSPIRED BY DEMAND FROMJAPAN, MARCOS
has transforrmeds the basic M Sprite nob onky
to ook like 8 'G0s Cooper 5, bul to schiede the
performance &5 welk Far from -belng =
pastiohe o, tho: Checker Marcos Mini —
Checkes is & Rover dealer in Tokyo — genuinely
eaplures the spirlt of & clasalc Cooper 5,

Thit first inok at the-intenior tekes you back
25 yegrs, A Newton Commercial repiica trim et
provides authentle biue and goid
tvocade semt Coyerings, 1he
central imstrument -~ nacalle
hauses the appropriate 130mph
spesdometer, Bnd there's an
evncathe Motalits stearing wheel.

On -the oulside, Mancos
resprays the roof in & ghoics of
original contrasting colours, and
adds Minlisetype 1¥ns whesls
urider flared whoel srches. a repit
E Mk 18 Coopar 5 grille, comact
chmamed doot handies and period
‘bulket’ wing mimoes. Even-the
Badges loak right. although close
Ingpection shows  they

insoribed” with the words ‘Checker’ and
‘Mircos” instead of 'Mini" and ‘Cooper’.
Thie redl personstity fransplant has beon
warked by tuner Richard Longman, The 1275
enging swaliows super unieaded thugh &
paar of SU H4 iin cerburetiors and & gas-
flierwedt Maniflow inlal manifold. A Hent 285
camanaft helps boosf topend power, valwes
have bean anlaged. COMpression i meats

ang Ghmﬁurﬂlmmlmm;m:mymtnrm

10,224, andihore's o iwinboy ashayst systam.

#n estimatad BSOD output msas 00 blow
eway Hover's maodam fuetiniectad Cacpear. Thi
Longman-tuned engine has real muscls, power
ting strongly fror 3000rm and acoelers-
tion (5 vivid enough te suggest Mmos's
estimated D-E0mjih in BL3sets 18 about right-
Thena's an aémighty frenzy underths bonnat as

A1 dises 50, ke a seal Cooper S, bt a rasping

exhaiigl ahd the srp of carbural-
15¥5 B0d to the [imewa fesiingd,

eu noed o 61 the fourspesd
Eoorbox b keap the motor singing,
Ll 1P change i swised and swif,
Thefanding s thal famaysoiend
of finaese. accurscy and edjusts-
by, Marcos hos sean no nood to
e ths basie Mini S 5etin:

ﬂhﬁuﬁnhﬂgﬂ&ﬁ?iﬂﬂ forthia
print down ory Lane, t's-a
chamactarful alternatae toa Rover
Cooper 1.31 for £6995 orto 4
firsy-class restoned Cooper & for
aoout £8500. Mo detalls on
0373 BEA0GT.
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