Fual-injected 1 27500 ongine of the "S0s can't match Minl Coopaer of ald, bul catalyssd cRbriolel performa with seat

4 engine’s peneral harshness is
fuirly isolnted, and special seats
help 1o give a feeling of reason-
able nde quabty. Unimagminahle
i §E BeerTS, YOu can now almost
uiter the words comfort and
Mim in the same breath.

Hard comenng on a umpy
road shows how effectively
Bover has beefed up the struc-
ture. Different sills, a lorger
crossmember beneath the front
sedrs, & souter windscreen
frame and srronger B-posts
{wath seatbelt anchorages at the
top) seem subjectively to have

restored all the stffriess lost by
removing the roof, OF scuttle
shake and Moorpan fexing. the
shortcomings of many other
cabnolets, there's no sign.

All the Mini's handling
delighes, therefore, remain
intact, 0 make quick driving
easy and involving. Like any
other Mini, yvou can flick
the cabriolet theough corners
with fingertip steening maove-
ments and  slight throctle
adjusrments o balance the car,
All Minis cling to tarmac well,
but the Cabriolet's 1 653-section

opres give it 4 useful edge 10 grp.

Mechamcally, the Cabmoletis
identical to a2 medern Cooper.
With single-point fuel inpection
and & camlysy, the 1275cc
engine develops 63bhp at
ST00rpm, enough to achieve
(-60mph in & claimed 12, J5ecs.
Acceleration falls shor of
Coopers of ald und the engine
runs oul of pull well before
the rew fimit, but the Cabriolet
periorms with spinit.

One day, we're led to believe,
Rover will give the Mini o
tive-speed gearbos; bur for the

morment, the Cabriolet bas to
make do with only four gears.
T'he lower ratios are decenitly
spaced and the gearchange is
really snappy, burt & ffth gear
would make cruising less
breathiess,

Caning a Mini tenids vo cause
rild sural vorrure, bur at least
the cabriolet's A-senies engine
doesn't sound as if it's sharing
thie cabin with vou. Mavbe the
lack of & roof dissipares the
sounding-box effect, but gen-
erous use of sound-deadening
foam also helps o isolate the
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- - Duncan Hamifton, based near
ﬂﬂh’ﬂlﬂﬂl Harnpshire, is UK
condessongine and takes about
10 per cent of Cagiva‘s autput,
Thihniﬂhhutﬂhhﬁmz

you ean A mﬁwhﬂ'ﬁ
- SE pack {including allay whesls,
mﬂﬁ paint and nudge bars) or
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hood and side windows, with ail their zips and
button fastaners, is longwinded, Yet buila

“Quility is betiar than ever ard all the bodywork:
is made from galvanised steed. Any ran water
. slimply drains ﬂmn‘h parforated mats mul'

holes in the foor,
Meahanically, the ok is S980c Minl, its

- engine/gearbox and front,/rear subframes

mlm'ml'l-mm munﬂxmuf Mokes start ol ESS5E abkoul 100 snter UK svory yoar
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“BtiGes, Coglvi has hisd 1o move the radisor

from the side ta the from of the engne bay, o
minet £C ninise egislation. No catalyst is fitted
becis g th NGhe i clossifind as'a commr
clal vehicie, but the fuekinjected 1, ﬁuhm

- emgine will ave:to comss soon.

A4 the wheel, the Moke fools like a hongover

mmmnm ity direugity mnd
artntic — but grest fun, echoing
most of the Mini's fl
comers—appeal. - Bacausse the

- Mok 5 50 bow-siing. you virtually
sit-on top of i, a seatbelt stops
you falling out. With hood ratsad
you could be piloling @ fourbenth
tent, but open it u and the Moke
{5 enommouesy enfertamng.

You would tave 1o bo proity
tolErant 1o Use 3 Moke 25 sy,
day ‘transport, but, a3 Duncan
Hamilfon's - David —john  saye:
“Mostpeople buy  them as
secand, third or even fourth car®™,
Datails o D268 TEE0O0,



